Eleven Themes in the History of Systemic and Nervous System Vasculitides.
Vasculitis is defined as inflammation of blood vessel walls for at least some time during the course of the disease, and affects arteries and veins of varying caliber. Two Chapel Hill Consensus Conferences, in 1994 and 2012, provide consensus on nosology and definitions for the commonest forms of vasculitis. The category of single-organ vasculitis, suggesting the limited expression of a systemic vasculitis, includes primary central nervous system vasculitis and nonsystemic peripheral nervous system vasculitis. The historical aspects of systemic and limited forms of vasculitis are reviewed in 11 relevant themes.